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beef. This trend was observed in all E.E.C. countries. Since 1980, meat consumption has become
stabilized.

Analysis of the last ten years through the Secodip panel shows that the price effect is still in
favour of pork consumption. The reduction of retail prices results from advances in productivity.
Moreover, these reductions are better transferred to the consumer by modern retailers than by
traditional distribution especially through seasonal special offers. These two advantages are rather
stable in the mean term.

As regards processed products, consumption is more variable. Cooked and raw ham have
rapidly progressed even recently thanks to a higher quality, the distribution in large and medium
supermarkets, the ready-to-use character and marketing campaigns of manufacturers. By contrast,
dry sausages and patties stagnate whereas fresh sausages, « terrines », « patés en croite » and
catering products progress.

On the overall, the pig channel seems to follow the present market trend, since through
improvements of its production and industry it progresses in terms of price, quality and variety of
processed products.
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The sanitary state of French pig herds was compared to that of the neighbouring countries in
Europe. The story of the Aujeszky’s disease can be divided into three periods. From 1984 control
measures have been applied according to regional conditions established from a preliminary
epidemiological inquiry. In four French regions, the efficiency of the applied measures can be
estimated. Except in two « departements », the eradication programme can be considered as
successful with a moderate average cost (30 FF per sow and per year). In two other European
countries, an eradication scheme was launched : Denmark and Great-Britain. In these countries, it
seems that the A.D. has been eliminated but, in Great-Britain farmers would have to pay 30
pence per sold pig until mid-1989, i.e. for 6 years. In the other countries, the situation is more
confused and difficult to evaluate. In Belgium and the Netherlands, all breeders are systematically
vaccinated.

Although an eradication programme for Classical Swine Fever (C.S.F.) has been launched in
1980 in the E.E.C., the prevalence of the disease is variable from one country to another.

Denmark, Great-Britain and Ireland are officially free from C.S.F. In France, outbreaks
recorded the last two years are due to the import of infected animals or to the use of swill in the
eastern part of the country. No vaccination has been performed since 1983. After a severe
epizooty of C.S.F. between 1983 and 1985 in Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany, the number
of outbreaks sharply decreased in these countries. Nevertheless the proportion of vaccinated pigs
remains high nowadays.

African Swine Fever (A.S.F.) exists in enzootic state in Spain, Portugal and Sardinia. The
other E.E.C. countries are permanently threatened. A.S.F. outbreaks were reported in 1985 in
Belgium and in 1986 in the Netherlands. The initial outbreaks were provoked by the intake of
infected swill.

Finally, over the last five years, except in Belgium, France, Great-Britain and Switzerland, no

European country remained free from foot and mouth disease, but generally, except in Italy, the
number of outbreaks was small and the infection was rapidly controlled.



