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The ability of the commerclal meat rabbit to digest dietary fibre was examined at three
different ages (6 weeks, 14 weeks and 22 weeks). Dried grassmeal provided the principal fibre
source in two experimental diets fed ad libitum. The ADF content of the diets was 130 g ADP /kg
DM (diet A) and 226 g ADF/kg (diet B).

There was no apparent improvement in the DM digestibility of either diet as the animal
aged. Overall the DM digestibility coefficients for diet A and diet B were 71 p. I oo and 54 p. i o0

respectively. Similarly there was no improvement in ADF digestibility with age, coefficients of
ADF digestibility being on average 13 p. 100 (diet A) and 12 p. 100 (diet B). Animals fed conti-

nuously on the high fibre diet did not consistently digest more fibre than those animals changed
from the low to high fibre diet for the duration of each balance period, i.e. there was no evidence
of animals adapting their fibre digesting capabilities. The low fibre digestibilities reported could
be associated with the degree of lignification of these grassmeal-based diets (approx. 22 p. 100
of the ADF fraction).
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The work was made at the Rabbit culture Section of Faculdade de Medicina Veterinaria e

Agronomia de Jaboticabal, with the aim to observe the effect of different crude fibre levels on
the nutrient digestibility of growing rabbits as well as to estimate the digestion capacity of the
fibrous fraction of the diet.

The trials were made with 15 New Zealand white rabbits using diets containing 7, 10 and

13 p. 100 crude fibre and the experiment was achieved with 5 replications entirely at random.
The following conclusions were drawn: i - the digestibility coefficient of organic matter,

protein and non nitrogenous extract reduced with increasing levels of crude fibre in the diet.
2 - Rise in the crude fibre levels of the diet increased its digestibility coefficients. This increase
was probably due to the analytical method used.

Energy feeding of rabbits with low cost and high fibre materials
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Eight New-Zealand doe rabbits (8 month-old) and young rabbits of 2nd parturition were
fed diets at two energy levels using low cost feeds without lucerne (z 90o kcal digestible energy
(DE) per kg feed and 2 625 kcal DE /kg for doe-rabbits and 2 835 to 3 150 kcal/kg feed for their


