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The effect of spiramycin on Mycoplasma hyopiieitnioiiiae was checked.

In vitro, the M.I.C. of spiramycin on two bacterial strains in a liquid medium were
0.173 and 0.347 !g/ml (expressed in spiramycin W.H.O. standard containing 3 200 IU/mg).

On the other hand, the therapeutic efficiency of spiramycin (embonate) was controlled
in SPF piglets experimentally infected with Mycoplasma hyopl1eumoniae. The antibiotic
was administered in a medicated feed with 250 ppm from the age of 25 days during 10 days.
The animals were contaminated at the age of 16 days. No clinical, anatomo-pathological,
histo-pathological and serological signs were observed on 5 treated animals out of 7.
But, all the infected and non treated animals exhibited all these signs.
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A health control programme was set up and applied in 14 « Minimal disease »
selection and multiplier herds in the west of France.

Serological tests were made in the sows and bacon pigs of all the herds ; 3 piglets
were sacrificed at the age of 8-12 weeks and subjected to bacteriological and mycoplasmic
examinations.

No cases of Aujeszky’s disease and classical swine fever were detected and the
situation did not seem to be alarming as for the cases of influenza, transmissible ga!tro7
enteritis and parvovirus infection : two piglets out of 42 exhibited pulmonary lesions
and the serological results were slightly positive in all the animals. Bordetella bronchi-
septica was found in all the herds : the serological results indicated a contact with the
germ in 100 p. 100 of the cases, but only 26 p. 100 of the autopsied piglets showed a

strong or a light atrophy of the turbinates.

Naemophilus parasuis was present in 24 p. 100 of the piglets, but was not necessarily
associated with lesions of the respiratory system.

l’asteurella multocida and Haemophilus pleuropneumoniae were not detected in the
animals. A total of 31 p. 100 piglets did not harbour any specific pathogen.


