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There are 355 million sheep and goats in West
Asia and North Africa and they contribute a
substantial proportion to total farm income.
Most sheep are raised as an adjunct to crop
production and are fed on crop residues and
grain. Despite some reports of possible white
muscle disease and enzootic ataxia in lambs in

parts of Turkey, there are no published data on
the macro-mineral and micro-nutrient status of

sheep in this region.

The aim of the work was to provide quantitative
information on the mineral (macro and micro)
and vitamin (A, E and B,2) status of lactating
Awassi ewes in the major sheep-producing
areas of Syria, Jordan and Turkey. Blood and

feed samples were taken from flocks at 18 8
sites during February 1994.

There was a high incidence of hypovitaminosis
E, hypocalcaemia and hypophosphataemia in
the ewes. Two flocks in Turkey showed
evidence of Se deficiency, two in Syria were
Cu deficient and one was Zn deficient. Diets
based on cereal grain were deficient in Na (e.g.
barley <0.04 % Na) and lambs fed on these
diets exhibited pica (chewing mud walls), a
typical manifestation of Na deficiency. The
results showed that deficiencies of macro- and
micro-nutrients were common and suggest that
strategic use of appropriately formulated
mineral supplements may be a cost-effective
means of increasing animal productivity.


